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  Music for Kenner and Co. 
A breathtaking concert at the Castle 

 
AHAUS – How can one report with 
adequate words about a concert whose 
main effectiveness is not found primarily in 
intellect, but in the much deeper, all-
encompassing core of humanity – the soul. 
 
“Unfathomable, unbelievable, never before 
…”, thus attempted the listeners to 
paraphrase their experience after the most 
recent concert at the Castle.  The actuators 
of this transcendental musical experience 
had only one name in the first half of the 
evening: Kevin Kenner (see photo), a true 
master of the piano.  The way he performed 
the Piano Concerto No.2 in F minor, Op.21 
set standards which only few pianists 
achieve.  In this pianist unbelievable 
facility and an obviously matchless 
virtuosity were joined together to deepest 
expression.  This pianist is a singularly 
refined tonal artist with an inherent power 
and vital energy in his performance, which 
is why the Larghetto -- a romantic, wistful 
tone painting -- became a declaration of 
love in its every single tone.  With nothing 
short of surgical fervor, he illuminated the 
pianist world of this concerto.  By his side 
was the support of the Polish string quintet 
Piazzoforte, which sensitively assisted him 
in dynamic coloring and tonal adjustments. 
 
The second half of the evening was 
dedicated completely to the Argentinean 
composer Astor Piazzolla.  Here it became 
quickly evident that not only Kenner 
specialized in this rousing Tango music.  
The Polish string quintet Piazzoforte with 
Kevin Kenner, with their passionate and 
reverberating manner of playing, penetrated 

the heart of this highly charged music, full of energy, sensuality and zest for living.  
The strings attacked the accents in varying rhythms with the sharpness of a razor, and 
they ushered in new tempos together with quickness and accuracy, initiating abrupt 
breaks, and transforming the elegiac violins into tear-jerking melodies.  This 
emotionally charged music leaves no heart cold.  It tells of love and passion, of life 
and death.  Its sound is exotic and seductive, sometimes fiery, wild and frolicsome, 
sometimes full of controlled passion, sometimes strictly ordered, other times 
unleashed.  Music created for connoisseurs – as Kenner and Co. 
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